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Tallahassee, Florida 

850-363-1516 
Email: Josephward84@live.com 

Web: www.Ontheshoulders1.com 
Email:Ontheshoulders1@gmail.com 
Joseph A. Ward is a graduate of Florida A&M University and holds 
his Bachelor’s degree in Psychology. He possesses over six years of 
experience in delivering academic success presentations to grades 
K-12, college-aged students, and middle aged adults.  By working 
in diverse venues such as grade schools, college campuses, 
juvenile divergent programs, correctional Institutions, religious 
communities, homeless shelters, and foster homes has become 
skilled at providing valuable life training to a wide variety of 
community members. 

A graduate of the “New Hope Program” with the Florida 
Department of Health in Leon County, Mr. Ward served as a co-
facilitator with the program for over four years, which works to 
teach life and professional skills to underprivileged persons. He 
helped to establish the FAMU chapter of MOST (Men of Strength) 
and currently serves as co-facilitator with the organization. Mr. 
Ward also successfully developed the Sexual Violence Prevention 
Program with the Florida Department of Health in Leon County 

mailto:Josephward84@live.com


and holds over six years of Sexual/Domestic Violence Prevention 
training experience with A Call to Men, Men Can Stop Rape, and 
the Florida Council against Sexual Violence. 

Mr. Ward’s commitment to his community has proven him to be a 
reputable teacher, trainer, and motivator. He is dedicated to 
uplifting and educating individuals around the world while helping 
to create mindsets and environments which foster greatness. 
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Book Quote: “This book is intended to bring awareness and give 
an alternative perspective of the history of Africans, African-
Americans, and Indigenous Americas in North America.” 

Tallahassee, Florida (Jan. 25, 2016) - Local Author, Life Skills 
Trainer and Radio Host, Joseph Ward, releases historical book “On 
the Shoulders of Giants Vol: 1 North America” highlighting the 
sung and unsung heroes of the African diaspora. 

“On the Shoulders of Giants Vol. 1 North America” was inspired by 
a blog Ward created as a direct result of an encounter with a 15 
year old student. 

“She told me she was unaware of who Althea Gibson and other 
historical African-American figures were,” Ward said. “I felt I 



needed to do something fast,” he added. Althea Gibson was a 
graduate of Florida A&M University, as well as the first African-
American female invited to compete in the Wimbledon 
tournament. 

“On the Shoulders of Giants Vol. 1 North America” delivers 10 
biographies of historical figures like Gibson from all walks of life 
covering the United States, Canada and Mexico. Readers will find 
information about media moguls, the first African-American 
female piolet, the first African-American female Astronaut and 
more. In addition, Ward features many historical figures weekly 
on www.ontheshoulders1.com. Candice Briggs, 22, editor from 
Montgomery, AL said. “I love that the book offers an updated 
listing of African American heroes! I have two young children that 
would love to read this type of literature.”   

Ward has worked relentlessly toward publication for one year 
while providing life skills, along with sexual and domestic violence 
prevention training at www.Liveskilledtraining.com. He is also the 
host of an on-air interview and discussion based talk radio show 
called the Freedom Train, where figures in the city of Tallahassee 
and beyond are interviewed about what inspires them, their 
major influences and their methods used to create self-success. 
"On the Shoulders of Giants Vol. 2 Central America" is Ward's next 
project.   

If you would like more information about On the Shoulders of 
Giants Vol: 1 North America or to schedule an interview with 
Joseph Ward, please call (850) 363-1516 or email 
Ontheshoulders1@gmail.com. 
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On the Shoulders of Giants Vol: 1 North America is a mini eBook 
highlighting heroes of African American, African and Indigenous 
American decent. This eBook is an extension of my blog page On 
the Shoulders of Giants. This book and the blog page were 
designed to create awareness about heroes of the past and 
present who gave the world hope and freedom. It is important to 
recognize and understand the contributions of those before you, 
particularly those of African or Indigenous descent. Our past is 
significant because of the plight we had to overcome and in some 
aspects are still overcoming, to be considered human beings. This 
book is intended to bring awareness and give an alternative 
perspective of the history of Africans, African-Americans, and 
Indigenous Americas in North America. I believe the media gives 
negative perspectives of the history of nonwhite persons in North 



America. This book and the volumes to follow will bring light to 
the major accomplishments of non-whites before, during and 
after slavery. I feel it is important for the nonwhite youth of the 
world to understand the significant impact people of their culture 
and other cultures have made. 

This volume focuses on heroes from Mexico, America and Canada. 
This book is for the brave trailblazing men and women in history, 
who used their talents to empower and uplift their people and or 
fought for their freedom. When one is knowledgeable about their 
past, their sense of self-worth will improve and they become a 
vessel of information to pass along to the next generation. The 
following ten people are trailblazers we can be proud of for 
serving their people. We stand on their shoulders. Enjoy!! 
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Workbook 

On the Shoulders of Giants Vol: 1 North America the 
Workbook is filled with activities designed to make 
learning history fun and relevant. This workbook 
contains cross word puzzles, word match, word find, 
word scrambles, true/false questions, multiple choice 
questions and more.



OTSOG About Video: 

Click Here  

Book Trailer Pt 1:

Click Here 

Book Trailer Pt 2:

Click Here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_dM3NR1Bkk%C2%A0
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=5WIbWxV2jX4&feature=youtu.be
https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=owlVym0CxnQ


Interviews: 

Click Here 

Mp3 Audio Download 

Click Here 

Biography Videos Links:  

YouTube Playlist (Over 90 Biography Videos) 

Click Here 

Follow us on Twitter & In 

https://youtu.be/DgXUPS6QtXM
https://www.dropbox.com/s/604hygggkwclvcr/the%20Great%20Griot-K%20LaShea%2C%20Joseph%20and%20Patrick.mp3?dl=0%20
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyYImx51HMgyaVDjCAn3xgehIHUioXWxT


Newspaper Mentions, 
Interview Excerpts 

& 

Reader Comments 
• Tallahassee, Florida (Jan. 25, 2016) - Local Author, Life

Skills Trainer and Radio Host, Joseph Ward, releases
historical book “On the Shoulders of Giants Vol: 1 North
America” highlighting the sung and unsung heroes of the
African diaspora.

• “On the Shoulders of Giants Vol. 1 North America” was
inspired by a blog Ward created as a direct result of an
encounter with a 15 year old student.

• “She told me she was unaware of who Althea Gibson and
other historical African-American figures were,” Ward said.
“I felt I needed to do something fast,” he added. Althea
Gibson was a graduate of Florida A&M University, as well
as the first African-American female invited to compete in
the Wimbledon tournament.

• “On the Shoulders of Giants Vol. 1 North America” delivers
10 biographies of historical figures like Gibson from all
walks of life covering the United States, Canada and
Mexico. Readers will find information about media
moguls, the first African-American female piolet, the first
African-American female Astronaut and more. In addition,
Ward features many historical figures weekly on



www.ontheshoulders1.com. Candice Briggs, 22, editor 
from Montgomery, AL said. “I love that the book offers an 
updated listing of African American heroes! I have two 
young children that would love to read this type of 
literature.”   

• Ward has worked relentlessly toward publication for one
year while providing life skills, along with sexual and
domestic violence prevention training at
www.Liveskilledtraining.com. He is also the host of an on-
air interview and discussion based talk radio show called
the Freedom Train, where figures in the city of Tallahassee
and beyond are interviewed about what inspires them,
their major influences and their methods used to create
self-success. "On the Shoulders of Giants Vol. 2 Central
America" is Ward's next project.
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On the Shoulders of Giants Vol 1: North America 

Now Available at the Following Links 

Print book Available @ Amazon.com by clicking Here  

Amazon Kindle version click Here 

Audio Book click Here  

Gaspar Yanga Clip for audio book click Here 

Print book @ Barnesandnoble.com by clicking Here 

Workbook @ e-junkie.com by clicking Here 

PDf book @ e-junkie.com Here 

Lulu.com Print Book click Here  

For common Core my book and audiobook help promote 
literacy, critical thinking, builds vocabulary, and 
sentence structure.  

Click Here to book Joseph Ward for speaking 
engagements, lectures, workshops, classroom session 
etc.  

http://www.amazon.com/Shoulders-Giants-1-North-America/dp/1329789741/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1457565873&sr=1-2&keywords=on+the+shoulders+of+giants+joseph+ward
http://www.amazon.com/Shoulders-Giants-Vol-America-African-American-ebook/dp/B01AATRHDI/ref=sr_1_14?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1457566415&sr=1-14&keywords=on+the+shoulders+of+giants
http://www.audible.com/pd/History/On-the-Shoulders-of-Giants-Volume-1-Audiobook/B01BUHWEXW/ref=a_search_c4_1_1_srTtl?qid=1457566569&sr=1-1
https://www.dropbox.com/s/llb90pevt24t0aq/Yanga.mp3?dl=0
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/on-the-shoulders-of-giants-joseph-ward/1123192129?ean=9781329789746
http://www.e-junkie.com/shop/product/509303.php
http://www.e-junkie.com/shop/product/508830.php
http://www.lulu.com/shop/joseph-ward/on-the-shoulders-of-giants-volume-1-north-america/paperback/product-22501801.html
http://ontheshoulders1.com/contact/


Book Excerpt 
Althea Gibson 

Althea Gibson was born August 25, 1927 to parents Annie Bell and 
Daniel Gibson in Silver, South Carolina. As a young girl Gibson’s life had 
its share of hardships. Her family eventually moved to Harlem, New 
York but still found hard times. Althea struggled in school and even 
skipped school altogether at times. But she found a love for ping pong 
which helped her regain focus. She began to get good at ping pong and 
even began winning tournaments sponsored by the local Harlem 
recreation department. 

In 1941, she was introduced to the Harlem River Tennis Courts. This 
helped her develop a love for tennis. She began improving rapidly and in 
1942, she won a tournament sponsored by the American Tennis 
Association. Althea also won the ATA title in 1944 and 1945. She lost the 
title in 1946, but went on to win the title consecutively from 1947 to 
1956. Because of her ATA success, Althea was offered a sports 
scholarship from Florida A&M University. Althea found herself 
struggling to get by as a black student. It was hard for her to get access 
to the tennis tournaments. In 1950, Alice Mable wrote an article in the 
American Lawn Tennis magazine, criticizing the sport of tennis for 
denying Gibson a chance to play in the major tournaments. Following 
the article, in 1951 Gibson was invited to Wimbledon, which made her 
the first African-American invited to the tournament. 



The Independence Day Project 

The Independence Day Project is the Brain child of Professor Carl 
Tone Jones. Within the film Joseph Ward contributed by helping 
to create the vision of what religion, sex and entertainment would 
look like within an independent black community.  

The Independence Day Project.... 

The Independence Day is about creating a shared vision of Black 
independence from the systems of control that have created 
stagnation instead of progress towards an independently self-
sufficient Black community. Several documentaries have 
corrected the misgivings of our cultural contributions and 
historical status as they have presented truth to shed light on the 
propagated lies as seen in the media and textbook accounts of 
Africans in  America so we stand on their shoulders as we present 
a movie that will take the discussion to the next point in it's 
progression, the future.  



 This movie project is a game changer as it not only rehash the 
history but we will also present a vision of what a liberated Black 
community would resemble and by utilizing the Nine Areas of 
Human Activity as described by Dr. Neely Fuller we will present a 
road map on how to get there. Visit www.wauwhataboutus.com 
to learn more.  



What About Us - Lectures, Keynote 
Speaker, Workshops 

www.wauwhataboutus.com 

A detailed look into the plight of the 
African Diaspora throughout the world. 
Focusing on the reconstruction of the 
black communities. What About Us 
Lectures series. 



On the Shoulders of Giants Vol: 2 Central America 

The African diaspora expands across the globe covering all 
habitable lands of this great planet we live upon. The continent of 
Central America is no exception; because of the Trans-Atlantic 
slave trade the descendants of many people from many African 
nations now occupy the lands of Central America.  On the 
Shoulders of Giants Vol: 2 African & Indigenous Figures in Central 
America highlights 9 heroes from Central American history, and 
introduces our readers to the Garinagu people and their Garifuna 
culture. Do not be confused by the two terms; the name Garinagu 
represents a specific group of African people who inhabit Central 
America, the word Garifuna is the name of the culture of the 
Garingu people. Much of the history of Central America is 
unknown to those outside of the Continent and even those who 
live on the continent. Therefore the African history of Central 
America is a history that is almost nonexistent in the minds of 
African people abroad. Because of the presence of the system of 
global white supremacy, the African and indigenous history of 



Central America is mostly untold. My goal with this volume is to 
inform, and help spark an interest in researching the history of the 
African and indigenous presence of the continent. The Countries 
of Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Panama make 
up Central America. The nine people profiled within the book 
have contributed to their countries through revolution, music, 
literature, politics, Art, etc. The story of the Garinagu (Garifuna) is 
a fascinating story that displays the ability of African people to 
survive hardship and create culture that would influence the 
world. This volume delves into Central America’s past and 
uncovers stories of little known people that have literally changed 
the course of history. This volume will be available soon, visit 
http://ontheshoulders1.com/store/ to learn more.  



On the Shoulders of Giants, Inc. 
The mission of On the Shoulders of Giants, Inc. is to provide an 
innovative and informative approach to educating middle school, 
high school, college age and young adults, about the history , 
culture, influence and impact of the heroes and culture of the 
African diaspora.  

Through On the Shoulders of Giants, we use out-of-the-box 
educational methods that allow us to take advantage of today’s 
technology as a means of educating our children. We look to help 
fill the educational void that is causing our youth to miss out on 
knowledge of the richness of the history of the African diaspora. 
Our On the Shoulders of Giants historical information, educational 
methods, web series, African history curricula, lesson plans, 
webinars, seminars, workshops, Debate Team, and Builders of 
Forever Research Program, seek to bridge the gap our American 
educational systems and culture have created. Visit our website 
www.ontheshoulders.org   



On the Shoulders of Giants African History 
Curriculum App 

Are you interested in an app that can provide you with a 
continuous source of African world History? Well look no 
further!!! On the Shoulders of Giants will be releasing its African 
world history living curriculum app soon. This app will come 
equipped with over 500 questions that will help you learn more 
about your history. This app will be updated with a new quiz every 
two weeks. Our true/false, multiple choice, critical thinking and 
geography questions will keep you engaged for hours. Visit 
http://ontheshoulders1.com/store/ to download.  

http://ontheshoulders1.com/store/


The Freedom Train is a community resource radio show linking 
the resources available to the community that needs them.  We 
go out of our way to find and honor the movers and shakers in the 
Black Community giving them a platform to share their voices and 
services.  Our podcast are available on our website 
www.Freedomtrainradio.com every week, as well as iTunes and 
Google Play Music. The freedom train is sponsored by PACTS Inc. 
PACTS Inc. is a Black Advocacy Organization aimed at developing 
the Black Community to its maximum potential through a focus 
on education and economics with the traits of hard work, 
honesty, and integrity. For more information visit 
www.PACTSinc.org  Follow us on Twitter & Instagram 
@Freedomtrain. The Freedom Train........Radio designed to free 
your mind. 

http://www.pactsinc.org/
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